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was transacted on board some vessel in the harbor.    From the
1775.    ship Dutchess of Gordon, he informs the Corporation, Dec. 4. that he has His Majesty's permission to withdraw from
his government whenever exigencies might make such a course expedient; and some days afterwards, he enclosed to
is. the Corporation the letter of Captain H. Parker, of His Majesty's ship Phoenix, declaring that " if any body of men are raised, or any fortifications thrown up, or any magazines attempted, he has orders to treat them as in open rebellion
23 against the King." Five days afterwards, the Governor farther prorogued the Assembly to the first of February,- and
1776.    that proclamation was shortly followed by another, Jan. 2.   dissolving them, and the issuing of writs for the election of a new Assembly, on the first of February.    This election never took place.    The Committee of Public Safety, not-
6. notwithstanding the threat of the Captain of the Phoenix, resolved that Gen. Lee's troops should march into the city, and occupy the barracks; and accordingly that General
Feb. 5. marched in, and took possession of the city. On the same day, Sir Henry Clinton arrived in the Mercury frigate. The Committee refused supplies to the Mercury, and
a, serious fears were entertained that a bombardment would follow the refusal; the records of the government were removed to the house of Alderman Nicholas Bayard, in the
11. out ward; and not long afterwards, the Governor departed to the Quarantine at Staten Island, to mature his grand design, which is shadowed forth in the following extract of a letter from Gen. Gage to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated Boston, 16th January, 1776. " He, [TryonJ seems positive of being able to raise two thousand men, upon the arrival of the army in New York, who may be rendered very useful, if accompanied by his personal services in the field." On his return to the city, after its evacuation by the Americans, in August, he devoted himself to his military functions; and in the organization of the corps of Loyalists above alluded to, of which he was appointed Major-General.